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2025 will mark the 80th anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day on 8
May and 15 August.
It is an opportunity for the nation to come together to honour
and pay tribute to the Second World War generation from across
the UK and Commonwealth.

Thursday 8 May 2025 marks 80 years since VE (Victory in Europe)
Day when the Second World War came to an end in Europe.
The long anticipated news resulted in spontaneous celebrations
breaking out across the nation. A national holiday was declared
and people from all walks of life came together to mark the
moment.

The war in the East did not end until 15 August 1945, when
Japan surrendered. The day was celebrated across the world as
‘Victory over Japan’ (VJ Day).

Dates for the diary  
Thursday 8 to Sunday 11 May: Hold your own street party – with
the cost of road closures suspended.  Apply here.

Thursday 8 May: Celebration on Plymouth Hoe  
10.30am: flag raising, standards and ships in the Sound  
11am: live music on The Hoe, street party, stalls, and
vintage vehicles  
5.30pm: evening concert  
8.40pm: Sunset Guard lighting the Plymouth beacon  

Friday 15 August: Special church service to commemorate VJ
Day at St Andrews Church.
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

NHS Non-Emergency 
111 

Police Non-Emergency 
 101 

South West Water 
 0344 346 2020 

British Gas (Emergency
Number) 

0800 111 999

 Western Power Distribution 
(Contact in the event of a power cut) 

 0800 678 3105 

Adult Social Care 
01752 306900 

 Livewell Plymouth 
mental health support (24

hours) 
 01752434922 

First Responce
0800 9239323

 Samaritans 
116 123

1945 2025

http://improvinglivesplymouth.org.uk/
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https://ve-vjday80.gov.uk/vj-day/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/apply-ve-day-street-party-road-closure


Street Party
St Aubyn Hall, Stoke

£12pp pre booking essential

Dress Code: Red White and Blue 
includes Sandwiches Cake

and other sweet treats. 

Join
us for VE-Day 80

Friday 2nd May 12:30 

**Please check with hub staff regarding individual
accessibility needs.

We strive to make our events as inclusive as possible,
though some venues may have limitations in accessibility.
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Illegal Lending: Loan Sharks

Facts - Loan sharks and the Law
• Any lender, authorised or not, who harasses you is breaking the law. 
• Some loan sharks will threaten you by saying you’ll be prosecuted and even sent to prison if you don’t pay
them. This can’t happen.
• An unauthorised lender such as a loan shark doesn’t have the legal right to make you pay back the loan at all.
This is because the loan itself is illegal.
• If you’ve been approached by someone you think is a loan shark, contact the police. Call 999 if you’re in
immediate danger.
• Loan sharks will never stop chasing you for money, so it’s important you act as soon as possible. Anything you
tell the police will be confidential and you can remain anonymous.  

Facts - Reporting a Loan Shark
·If you’ve found out that a lender is a loan shark, you can report them anonymously. You can either call or make
a report online if you’d prefer not to talk to someone:
·If you live in England, you can report them to the Stop Loan Sharks team by calling 0300 555 2222 or visit Stop
Loan Sharks

Facts - Signs that someone who has offered to lend you money is a loan shark
It’s important to avoid borrowing from people who you don’t know well, such as colleagues, friends of friends,
or people you recognise in your local community or faith group. This is because they could be a loan shark. Here
are some of the signs to look out for if you think you might be borrowing from a loan shark:

·No paperwork – paperwork makes something seem more legitimate, and loan sharks avoid.
·Cash loans or bank transfers – although more loan sharks are now using bank transfers, they usually prefer to
deal with cash. 
·Refusing to give you information about the loan – most loan sharks will avoid giving you clear details about your
loan, such as the interest rate, details of previous repayments and the total amount you owe.
·Taking possessions for security – some loan sharks will take personal possessions as security, such as your
passport or bank cards.
·Your loan is getting bigger – loan sharks might increase the debt or add extra charges at any time, even if
you’re making regular payments.
·Threats of violence – loan sharks often use intimidation and threats to frighten people into paying back the
money.
·They lend to more than one person – if it’s someone you know and you’re aware that they’ve offered to lend
money to other people too.
·If you’ve already borrowed from a loan shark, you haven’t broken the law and there is help available. 
www.moneyhelper.org.uk                   www.stoploansharks.co.uk                        0300 555 2222

Source:  www.maps.org.uk
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What’s on May 

Pirates Weekend 
Avast me hearties! 🏴 ☠
Enjoy a swashbuckling weekend of fun and entertainment on 17 & 18 May. Explore a treasure
trove of free pirate-themed activities across the Barbican, Sutton Harbour, Royal William Yard and
Waterfront.
More information click here 

Royal William Yard Food and Drink festival 
The popular Good Food + Craft Market will be taking place in Royal William Yard on the first
Sunday of every month!
Known for showcasing some of the region’s most talented artists and makers, the markets offer
everything from tasty treats to handcrafted gifts. The monthly markets have been a staple of
Royal William Yard’s event calendar for years, and have won event awards along the way.
It’s an unmissable event, showcasing the best the South West has to offer.
4th May, 1  June, 6  July, 3  Aug, 7  Sep, 5  Oct - 10:00 - 15:00  for information is available herest th rd th th

Freedom Community Festival 
The Freedom Community Festival is an annual free event held at the Freedom Fields Park in
Plymouth that brings people together to celebrate the diverse community of the city. Organised
and ran by a team of dedicated, generous volunteers who work tirelessly to make it all happen.
With support from local organisations performing artists, local people, sponsors, and grants.
Culture, great music, delicious food, market stalls, activities, and community spirit all blend
seamlessly together to show off Plymouth at its finest. 24  + 25  May more information here th th

Britain's Ocean City Running festival 
on the 11  May Plymouth host a spectacular series of running th

events, including Britain’s Ocean City Running Festival consisting 
of the Plymouth Half, Plymouth 10k and Plymouth 5k, Primary 
School’s Challenge and the thrilling Acronyms Tamar 10k. 
Our very own Army Veteran Ellie is running 5K!  

Good Luck Ellie 

 

Source:  https://www.visitplymouth.co.uk/whats-on
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Thursday 1st - Unpaid Carers Group - EEH 13:30 - 15:00 

** Friday 2  - VE Day ‘Street Party’ St Aubyns Hall - 12:30 - 14:00 nd

*** MONDAY 5  - BANK HOLIDAY ***th

*Tuesday 6th - Veterans Sticky Bun Morning - Age UK Mount Gould 10:00 - 12:00- £3.00

 * Wednesday 7th - Bingo, EEH 17:30 - 19:00 £2.00

*  Friday 9th - Brew and Banter- Union Rooms Wetherspoons 10:30 - 12:30

* Saturday 10th - AFVBC Breakfast Club - Drakes Kitchen, UoP 9:00 - 11:00

** Saturday 10th - Age UK Brunch - Age UK Mount Gould 10:00 - 12:00 £7.00

*Monday 12th  - Age UK Walking Football - Harpers Football Centre - 14:00 - 15:00 - £2.50

*Tuesday 13th - Veterans Sticky Bun Morning - Age UK Mount Gould 10:00 - 12:00- £3.00

Wednesday 14th - Men’s Shed at the Veterans Hub 15:00 -18:30 

*Friday 16th - Brew and Banter - Union Rooms Wetherspoons 10:30 - 12:30 

* Saturday 17th - AFVBC Breakfast Club the Billacombe, Plymstock - 9:00 - 11:00

*Monday 19th - Age UK Walking Football - Harpers Football Centre - 14:00 - 15:00 - £2.50

*Tuesday 20th - Veterans Sticky Bun Morning - Age UK Mount Gould 10:00 - 12:00- £3.00

**Wednesday 21st - Fish & Chips, EEH Must be booked and paid in advance 17:00 - 18:30 £7.00

* Friday 23rd - Brew and Banter- Union Rooms Wetherspoons 10:30 - 12:30

**Sunday 25th - Veterans Brunch - Age UK Mount Gould - 10:00 - 12:00 £7.00

***  MONDAY 26  - BANK HOLIDAY ***TH

Wednesday 28th - Men’s Shed at the Veterans Hub 15:00 - 18:30

* Friday 30th - Brew and Banter- Union Rooms Wetherspoons 10:30 - 12:30

* Saturday 31st - AFVBC Breakfast Club, Tamar View Community Centre - 9:00 - 11:00
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What's On May

* Cost payable 
** Booking Required
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